
If you renew
by expiry date

THE LIFECYCLE FOR  
.UK ENDING DOMAINS

Domain available

Register a domain name (via a registrar company)

If you have not renewed your domain  
by the expiry date (the anniversary of the  

date you registered it), Nominet will  
send you an expiry notification by email

(after expiry date)You will receive  
a suspension warning email from Nominet

(after expiry date)
Your domain name will be suspended

(after expiry date) You will receive  
a cancellation warning email from Nominet

Your domain name will be cancelled  
and available to all for registration

DAY 90

DAY 23

DAY 30

DAY 83

Each registrar will have a
renewal notification process

Close to expiry date

Up to expiry date (1-10 years)

23 days (from renewal date)

7 days (to day 30)

53 days (to day 83)

7 days (to day 90)

The length of time it takes for your 
domain to show as registered will 

vary between registrars depending 
on their agreement with Nominet - 
many are immediate. Registration 
will show on the WHOIS website - 

https://www.nominet.uk/whois

Do you know that you do not wish to renew your 
domain name? Ask your registrar to mark your domain 

as “renewal not required” to stop you receiving 
Nominet renewal reminders. You can still renew 

during this period if you change your mind, you will 
just have opted out of Nominet’s reminder emails.

Your domain and associated email addresses 
cease to work until renewed

The domain cancellation may take a few 
days to clear on our systems before showing 

as available for registration. As soon as 
the domain is marked as available, it is 

available to anyone for registration.

Any renewal up to day 
90 will be back-dated to 

original expiry date

Registration
for 1-10 
years

Registrars 
may offer 
standard 

length 
registrations

      START

Close to 
expiry date

You can still renew

You can 
still renew

You can 
still renew

Can no
longer renew

You can still renew, until you do so 
your domain name no longer works

https://www.nominet.uk/whois


Name
available for  

re-registration

GTLD DOMAIN LIFECYCLE -  
INFORMATION FOR REGISTRARS

Domain available

Domain is registered for 1-10 year

Domain Expires (day 0)
Domain names will auto-renew 

on date of expiry

Auto renew grace period
45 days from expiry

Redemption grace period  
30 days (from end of  

auto-renew grace period)

Pending deletion 5 days
(from end of redemption  

grace period)
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5 day add grace period

Names deleted during this time
become available for registration

      START

Now available

DOMAIN RELEASED

Redemption 
possible

Domain renewal and 
transfer possible 

Transfer grace period - 
5 days


